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Bismillahir Rahmanir Rahim  

Excellency, Mr. Taro Aso  

President of the Japan-Bangladesh Parliamentary League,  

Distinguished Members of the League,  

Ladies and Gentlemen,  

Assalamu Alaikum and a very good afternoon to you all.  

I thank the Japan-Bangladesh Parliamentary League for giving me the opportunity to 

address this special gathering. The League is among the most sincere friends of Bangladesh. Its 

attachment for Bangladesh and efforts in drawing our two countries closer has been 

extraordinary. The relationship of Japan and Bangladesh goes back to antiquity. However, a new 

phase began with our liberation war in 1971, ushering in a surge of support from the Japanese 

people and leaders for our national cause.  

When Bangladesh achieved independence, Japan became the first among developed 

countries to establish diplomatic relations on 10 February 1972. Thereafter started a flow of 

assistance from Japan to rehabilitate the millions of displaced people, and to salvage the war 

ravaged nation. It was the beginning of an enduring relationship which was consolidated by the 

historic visit of Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, the Father of the Nation, to Japan in 

October 1973.  

Today, Japan is one of our most time tested development partner. Japan's sustained 

economic assistance has contributed to our nation's visible socio-economic progress. Its 

cooperation has focused on development of infrastructures, human resources, rural areas, health 

care, power generation and specifically, among others, on poverty alleviation measures. Our 

progress on Millennium Development Goals is also due to Japan's support. To achieve the MDGs, 

Japan's increased assistance would of course also be needed. In fact, I would raise this issue with 

Prime Minister Naoto Kan and other leaders in Japan during my visit.      

Mr. President,  

I am confident my visit and meeting with the leadership in Japan would take our two 

countries' excellent relations to an even higher level. Today, I recall Mr. Hayakawa's invaluable 

contributions which established the current position of Japan in Bangladesh. His love and affection 

for Bangladesh will be remembered forever through his ashes interred in the Pan Pacific 

Sonargaon Hotel in Dhaka, and by the Japan Bangladesh Parliamentary League, he so dedicatedly 

pioneered.  

Mr. President,  

Our government is committed to the rule of law and justice. We believe sustainable 

democracy remains the key of our governance. We are against all forms of terrorism and 

extremism. We adhere to secularism and, therefore, promote multi-pluralism and cultural 

diversity. Our government has separated judiciary from the executive and stands firm on 

democratic norms and values. Our economic growth has been nearly six percent despite recent 

global economic meltdown, and adverse impacts of climate changes. At present, we have a 

reserve of US$ 12 billion as against a GDP of over US$ 100 billion.  

Bangladesh is moving towards a stable and modern society as dreamt of by Bangabandhu 

Sheikh Mujibur Rahman. Our trade and investment position is improving steadily because of solid 



macro-economic bases. The upward trend in the import of machinery since October 2009 

indicates increasing investment trends in the country. Goldman Sachs has included Bangladesh in 

its "Next Eleven" emerging economies. Importantly, JETRO has found Bangladesh as the second 

most profitable destination for Japanese business, with 87% willing to do invest in Bangladesh.  

Moreover, our mutual attraction is based in our common position on global and regional 

issues, mutual support in international forum over permanent non-proliferation of nuclear 

weapons, and commitment to global peace and stability, etc. Bangladesh also supports Japan for 

a Permanent Seat in the UN Security Council. Our increasing interaction and liberal market 

policies would hopefully draw more Japanese business to Bangladesh. We also seek an Economic 

Partnership Agreement (EPA) with Japan, and request that the rules of origin may be relaxed to 

avail of GSP facilities in the Japanese market fully.  

Mr. President,  

Finally, I would like to thank you and the Japan Bangladesh Parliamentary League once 

again for your unstinted support in promoting our two countries' relations. In Bangladesh, the 

same is echoed by the Bangladesh Japan Parliamentary League. These joint efforts have 

encouraged increasing visits of political and business leaders of our two countries. As a 

consequence, our bonds of friendship are strengthening every day, and are opening up a new 

horizon of closer trade and investment cooperation.  

I wish Japan Bangladesh Parliamentary League all success in the coming days.  

I thank you all.   

Khoda Hafez  

Joi Bangla, Joi Bangabandhu  

May Bangladesh Live Forever  

Long Live Bangladesh - Japan Friendship.  

 


